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WELCOME 


Welcome to the 1999 House Tour of the Alamo 
Square Historic District. This year the tour is spon¬ 
sored jointly by the Victorian Alliance and the Alamo 
Square Neighborhood Association, and we are pleased 
to present eight wonderful houses and a historic 
church, with refreshments served in an Edwardian 
school. 

Celebrated for its ’’Postcard Row” of Queen Anne 
townhouses, Alamo Square is at the heart of a city- 
designated Historic District established in the 1980s. 
Most of its surrounding homes, dating from the late 
1870s to 1930, were architect-designed for well to do 
downtown merchants. The City first reserved Alamo 
Hill and ten other sites for park lands in 1856-1857 
under the mayoralty of James Van Ness, barely seven 
years after California acquired statehood. But it was 
not until 1892 that the rugged, rocky hill was graded 
and landscaped with formal pathways laid out. In 


1896 the surrounding coping and eight grand, pillar- 
flanked stairways were constructed. As City Camp 
#22, Alamo Square provided temporary shelter for 
those made homeless by the great earthquake and fire 
of April 1906. By the early 1920s, apartment build¬ 
ings began to replace the large corner mansions torn 
down after their pioneer families moved to newer 
neighborhoods. In the 1960s, neighborhood activists 
successfully enlisted the aid of then Mayor Joseph 
Alioto to suppress a proposal to level the park for a 
playing field. Mayor Dianne Feinstein visited the 
square in 1981 for a rededication ceremony which 
included the planting of cherry trees donated by 
Sumitomo Bank at the Pierce-Fulton and Grove- 
Steiner Street entrances. 

We wish you a happy afternoon. Do enjoy some 
light refreshments served at the Ida B. Wells School 
and don't miss the Victorian Alliance Boutique. 


Please, no smoking or picture taking 
inside the buildings. Thank you. 


Sincerely, 

Bill Campbell, President 
The Victorian Alliance of San 
Francisco 


TOO fcL OCYk, STEIMCP, ST. - • - 
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Sharing our view 


Serving the real estate needs of San Francisco for over twenty-five years 
with emphasis on architecturally and historically significant buildings. 


Robert L. Speer & Associates, Inc. 

407218th Street, 3rd Floor San Francisco, CA 94114 
415 - 864 - 3663 | Fax 415 - 864 - 6504 | www.sfproperty.com 























“View from Alamo Square, Sunday, Dec. 8, 1 C )01, 1:30 P.M.” The building on the northeast of Steiner and Hayes, where the large white 

Photograph courtesy o! California Historical Society, FN-26163 apartment building now stands, was the home of Rose Sutro Morbio. Note that 

the tower of old city hall can be seen behind the houses of “Postcard Row. ” 


ALAMO 


SQUARE 


NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
P.O BOX 15372 SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115 


Welcome, 

As President of the Alamo Square Neighborhood Association for 
1999, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to a unique 
part of the world which we call home. 7 he Alamo Square Neighborhood 

Association, or ASNA, plays an active role in the life of our community. Our mission is one of making 
our neighborhood a better place to live and visit, and in so doing, reflecting the strong foundations of 
our city and neighbors. ASNA is pleased to co-host, with the Victorian Alliance, this year's house tour. 


The underlying sense of neighborhood that exists in our community goes above and beyond 
any historic district boundaries or designations. Our neighborhood's homes and park serve as nation¬ 
ally recognized icons of the City. The maintenance of these requires an ongoing commitment and spe¬ 
cial attention by both homeowners and the City. When these structures were being threatened with 
demolition, our neighborhood fought to establish the largest registered historic district of Victorian 
architecture in the City. The Park view of Postcard Row is now both emblematic of the city of San 
Francisco and of the successful efforts of our community elders. Not being able to rest on past laurels, 
our Neighborhood Association continues to play an active role overseeing one of San Francisco's most 
beautiful urban environments. Your tour today of some of our neighborhood's wonderful homes and 
one church will provide a sense of history and a glimpse of the future to be found in our community. 


Sincerely, 

Mark J. Topetcher, 
ASNA President 


3 








RICKOSMON 

Building relationships and communities. 
ALAMO SQUARE 

rand houses, elegant flats, great views, stunning architecture — 
reasons to focus your search in the wonderful Western Addition. 


415 - 552-0129 ext. 127 
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REAL ESTATE 
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710 STEINER 
STREET 


The J. Frank 
Moroney House 


C 


arpenter-builder Matthew 
Kavanagh, while residing at 722 Steiner, 
constructed the Queen Anne Style 
dwelling at 710 Steiner Street in 1894 
as the second house in his row of 
seven. Those in between, 712 through 
720, were built the following year, in 1895. 

7I0's first owner-occupants, who 
resided there until 1909, were newly¬ 
weds James Frank and Anna Hunt 
Moroney, who were both born of pio¬ 
neer California families originating in New 
York. James Moroney was at various times 
employed as an agent for A.P. Hotaling's real estate 
firm; as president of his father-in-law's wholesale 
wine and liquor distillery; as secretary of the Pacific 
Stock Exchange; and, finally, as president of his 
own insurance firm. He was a member of the 
Native Sons, The Family, Bohemian, and Olympic 
Clubs. Anna, who was 19 when she married James, 
was described in one press release as "one of the 
most popular girls in the younger society set, as 
well as being acclaimed the most beautiful." 

New owners in 1967, who began the first major 
restoration on the old house, were active in neighbor¬ 
hood efforts to thwart the Redevelopment Agency's 
plans to expand its renewal programs into the area. 



710 STeiNtFh 


© 


)^tA'95 


The townhouses in "Postcard Row" are 
united in form but distinctive in detailing. 710 
is individualized by its elaborately ornate gable, 
shingled surfaces, spindle-work and the pattern 
of its jewel-encrusted stained-glass windows. 
Original interior features include fireplace man¬ 
tles, tiles, ceiling medallions, a dining-room 
floor parquet frieze in a Greek Key motif and a 
stained-glass panel painted in a country scene 
on the stair landing. San Francisco interior 
designer Paul Duchsherer acted as a consultant 
on the kitchen remodel. Wallpaper from 
Bradbury and Bradbury are featured in the 
downstairs hall washroom. 
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CLEARHEART 


Fine Design & Building 


Skeeter Jones 106 Coleridge 

647-1388 San Francisco, CA 94110 


Alamo Square 

a seafood grill 

nmwrtiysearcfjcm/sfo/a Lmtosquare 




Mon-Sat: 530pm - iopti 
Shmj 5pm-930pm 
Smm. Brmtdfr ioam-ipm 


803 Fillmore St at Fulton 
San Francisco, Ccl 94117 

(4i5)-440-2828 


SAN FRANCISCO 
VICTORIANA, INC. 

* ARCHITECTURAL MOLDINGS • 
CASTINGS • EMBOSSED WALLCOVERINGS 


2070 NEWCOMB AVE. • SF, CA 94124 ♦ 415 / 648-0313 


&/f \ne\y detailed Victorian house 
designs for counted cross stitch. 
Available in charts and kits. For 
brochure please send a SASE to: 

1SJANCY SPRUANCE DESIGN O 

I ^1 2241 Burns Drive • Eureka, California >5503 O 

-■+*•*«(»•*?+■- 

website: http://www.nspruance.com 



PAINTED LADIES 

Elizabeth Pomada and Michael Larsen 

1029 JONES STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO , CALIFORNIA 94109 

(415) 673-0939 
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# 
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722 STEINER STREET 


The Matthew 
Kavanaugh House 



11Z 

“D 

Postcard Row", perhaps the most recog¬ 
nizable cluster of Victorian townhouses in the 
United States, was erected over a period of four 
years, 1892 to 1895, by an Irish born carpenter- 
builder named Matthew Kavanaugh. He built 
722 Steiner in 1892, the first in this row of 
Queen Anne townhouses, for himself and his 
wife, Catherine. 

In the 1870s, Matthew had worked as a coach¬ 
man for French realtor Joseph Emric and in the 
early 1880s as the latter's agent and collector. By 
the late 1880s he had become self employed as his 
own real estate developer. In addition to owning 
and developing most of the 700 block, Kavanaugh 
also had extensive holdings on the 800 block of 
Steiner, but was content to limit his construction 
there to two sets of flats: 812-814 and 896-898 
erected in 1896 and 1888 respectively. 


STfcl N & P~, 



. 'ee> 


The Kavanaughs, who moved to Marin County 
at the turn of the century, are memorialized by their 
donation of a large and colorful stained-glass win¬ 
dow circa 1898 featuring painted portraits of their 
patron saints, Catherine of Alexandria and Matthew 
the Apostle to their nearby parish church, Sacred 
Heart at Fillmore & Fell. 

In 1975 the shingled Kavanaugh tower house 
had been condemned and was scheduled to be 
torn down as a parking lot for a neighboring 
institution until its purchase the same year by its 
present owner, Michael Shannon and his now 
deceased partner, James Vogeney, MD. The com¬ 
pletely restored residence, which is often featured 
in films and television commercials, features 
working gaslight fixtures, fine antique and con¬ 
temporary furnishings, a gourmet kitchen and 
splendid City views. 
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Rob Levy. On Alamo Square. 

A PROMISE TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS. 

A PROMISE TO SET YOUR HOME APART FROM THE CROWD. 

Interested in working with an Alamo Square REALTOR® and 
business professional with over 12 years of marketing and real 
estate experience? If so, you can rely on me to expertly manage 
the sale of your home and exceed your most lofty expectations. 
You will find me to be an exceptional listener, a tenacious 
marketer and a steadfast partner that you can rely on. 



Receive Free 

The Victorian Home of the Week 

52 Full Color San Francisco Victorian Photographs. 

Interested in receiving 52 full-color images of San Franciscos 
most beautiful Victorians? Simply send me an E-mail message 
(to the address below) with your name, E-mail address and 
phone number. Each week thereafter, I'll send you an E-mail 
message with an interior and exterior photograph of one of 
San Francisco's fabulous Painted Ladies, along with a brief 
description of the property. It's as simple as that! There's 
absolutely no other obligation. 


Your Victorian Home Featured 

Interested in your Victorian home being featured as The 
Victorian Home of the Week? Simply call or E-mail me with 
your request along with a time frame when you would like your 
home photographed. 


Office Phone: 415-296-1000 
Cell: 415-385-8011 

e-mail: rlevy@mcguire.com 

website: www.roblevyresource.citysearch.com 
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# 


3 


908 STEINER STREET 


The Iverson House 


Th, 


.he Stick-style Iverson House was built 
in 1888 at a cost of $4,370 to the designs of 
the architectural firm of Schmidt & Shea. 
Architect Peter Schmidt, who formed a part¬ 
nership with his former draftsman, Frank 
Shea, in 1888, is best known for his commis¬ 
sion at 2007 Franklin Street, the elaborately 
wrought Queen Anne Style Haas-Lillien thal 
H ouse. Frank Shea who founded his own firm 
with his brother, William, in 1890, designed the 
nearby Archbishop's Mansion at Steiner and 
Fulton ( # 5 on this tour). 

Schmidt & Shea's client at 908 Steiner was 
Danish immigrant Niels Iverson who first came to 
California via Cape Horn in 1848 at age 18. He 
later earned his living as a shipping merchant in 
real estate and in the lumber business. He and his 
family lived at 908 for eight years. After a succes¬ 
sion of owners, St. Anthony's Dining Room pur¬ 
chased the property in 1956 for use as a homeless 
shelter. But the house is most noted for the period 
between 1966 and 1976 when it hosted a hippie 
commune and received national attention for its 
riotous color scheme, a joint effort of its residents. 



306 STEJNEF, ST 




Labeled the "Psychedelic House," it featured a life 
sized reptilian sculpture attached to the facade. 

The flat roofed Iverson House is a highly 
ornamented example of the rectilinear Stick style 
townhouse built in San Francisco's residential 
neighborhoods during the 1880s. Fence-like crest¬ 
ing originally lined the roofs of such homes. 
Stickwork is represented here by the vertical panels 
of the pilasters bordering the arched window- 
frames and by the long, ribbed corner-strips that 
merge into the cornice brackets. Its paint scheme 
features nine different colors. 

908's interior is decorated in the Victorian 
Style. Among its many attractions are a striking 
"Liberty Bird" patterned wall-papered ceiling in 
the front parlor and at the end of the entry hall, a 
Turkish corner. 
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Come Visit Our 
Wonderland of. 

faBletop fountains 
$ Luscious “Plants 
nd fictoriana 

Unusual & “Divine 

Plant One On Me 

551-1619 • 284 Sanchez St. 



Full Design & Plant Maintenance Service Available 


www.citysearch.com/sfo/plantoneonme 



*/( (t/t/yf/e rs//oyf) /// f/c o// Cxr/Y/te/,/rac/i/io/i 


Chimney Pieces • Leaded Glass 
Pedestal Sinks • Footed Tubs 
Period Lighting and Hardware 
Marble, Stone & Wood Artifacts 
From Buildings of Another Time 

C77t/n/<iottf/teast£7v/(/i 
&)$/ Office (Azr 466/ 

(xr/vH(>/-/>//Jea, CxtA/om/a K 9$i)2Z-46(r/ 

&?/-624-6'/6Z 


NOISE REDUCTION WINDOWS 

800-4-SILENCE 

415 - 387-3048 

www.noisesolutions.com 

Superior To Double / Triple Pane At Affordable Prices 



’Highest STC (Sound Transmission 
Class) replacement windows available. 


•High Performance CONVERSION 
windows available (mount inside 
your existing windows). Great for Apts., 
Condos, Historic Window Preservation 


2850 Middlefield Rd., Redwood City 

Lie* 691823 Serving Bay Area Since 1981 Visa / MC 


Apartment Building Owners: 
We can help you buy, 
sell, and manage. 



Real Estate Investments 
Property Management 
Consulting 

1740 Market Street, San Francisco, CA 
94102 

_ (415) 621-1100 _ 

Since 19J6 


nasi 
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St. Stephan's Episcopal Church 

now known as 

The Old Cathedral of the Holy Virgin 
Russian Orthodox Church 


'4 


864 FULTON 
STREET 

Available for viewing 
1:00 to 5:00 PM only 



old Gathepp.au or- the holy Virgin 


© Jlxu) 'Pi 


Designed by architects Wright and Sanders, 
the former St. Stephan's was built for a Protestant 
Episcopal congregation whose neighborhood roots 
extended back to 1871, when Sunday school classes 
were held at 132 Hayes Street and the parish itself 
operated from a rented room located at the north¬ 
east corner of Webster and Fulton. The Reverend 
Lion purchased the site at 864 Fulton in 1875, 
built a temporary chapel in 1876 and the intimately 
scaled Gothic Revival St. Stephan's in 1881. 

In 1930, a large Russian Orthodox community 
which had fled Russia via China during the 1917- 
1919 Bolshevik Revolution and later settled in the 
northwestern area of the Western Addition pur¬ 
chased St. Stephan's. Designated City Landmark 
#28 by the Board of Supervisors in 1969, its for¬ 
mal title is the Old Cathedral of the Holy Virgin, 
Joy of All Who Sorrow, Russian Orthodox 
Church Abroad. Since 1961, when the congrega¬ 
tion built the new, multi-domed Holy Virgin 
Cathedral at 6210 Geary, the church at 864 Fulton 
has been supported by less than twenty families. 


Signal Gothic features of 864 Fulton's vertical¬ 
ly arranged exterior include steeply pitched roof¬ 
lines, sharply peaked window forms and tall, nar¬ 
row stained glass panels. Symbols of its Eastern 
Orthodox community are the gold gilded crosses 
surmounting the front facing gables and the porti¬ 
co's icon which replaced the old St. Stephan s 
marker. The church's plaster facade, applied in the 
1930s, covers original wood cladding and vertical 
panels in the "Stick" style. 

Aside from the removal of its pews, the hand¬ 
some redwood interior is largely intact, but reflecting 
Russian Orthodox tastes, is far more ornate than that 
of its Episcopal predecessor. In front of the altar is an 
elaborate screen or iconostas crafted to compliment 
the church's Gothic character. Above icon-filled 
lower walls, tall double stained glass windows, in 
rows of six, colorfully illuminate the nave. The floor is 
oak, while the arched beams overhead are of redwood. 

Church members are hoping to raise funds to 
restore their edifice; any contributions you wish to 
make will be welcomed. 
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“Pianos at their best” 

Tuning • Regulation • Restoration • Benches 
Lamps • Metronomes Sheet Music • CDs 
Polishes • Lessons • Buy • Sell • Rent 


John Schaecher, R.P.T. 

Appraisals and Consulting 
Registered Piano Technician 
Member Piano Technicians Guild 


2011 Divisadero Street 
San Francisco, CA 94115 
Mon.-Fri. - 11 to 6 • Sat - 10-5 

415/567-1800 Phone & Fax 



iorpa ^ollmcyer 
©r^pamenlal flakier 


415 822-6269 


L£ METRO 



311 Divisadero 
San Francisco 

Phone: (415) 552-0903 
Open Tuesday thru Sunday 
8:00 a. m.—4:00 p.m. 


OPEN FOR PRIVATE PARTIES 


CAFE DE L' HOTEL 



Word Of 
Mouth 
Patisserie 

elegant wedding cakes 

FINE BAKED GOODS 


DAWDY 

BEN 


1480 FULTON STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94117 

(415) 346-9034 


HOME AGAIN 

“An Emporium of Household Exotica* 

:: Antiques* Custom Upholstery 
"lljlL Garden Statuary 
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Tour House 

# 5 

1000 FULTON STREET 


The Archbishop's Mansion 



THE - * • \000 FOUTOfi ^TFiBET 



\San Francisco's second archbishop, Patrick 
Riordan, selected Catholic church architect Frank 
Shea to design this handsome French Second 
Empire structure. Built in 1904, 1000 Fulton sur¬ 
vived the 1906 earthquake so well because it was 
constructed over bedrock and has a wood frame 
and a steel beam substructure. 

Shortly after the quake, the Archbishop turned 
his mansion over to the Sisters of the Presentation, 
whose convent on Powell Street had been 
destroyed in the fire, and moved to San Mateo 
until the sisters' new quarters were completed. The 
last two prelates to reside in the residence were 
Archbishops Edward Flanna (1915-1935) and 
John Mitty (1935 1944). 


In the 1940s the building became a home for 
boys who were honor students and orphaned or in 
placement. In the '70s, it served as a counseling 
center and offices for the Westside Lodge of 
Presbyterian Hospital. And, in the early ' 80s, after 
two years of extensive renovations, its present 
owners converted the Archbishop's Residence into 
an elegant Bed and Breakfast Inn. 

Inside are 15 bedrooms with baths, first and 
second-floor parlors, a dining room that accom¬ 
modates fifty, 18 fireplaces and a three-story, 
curved, mahogany staircase surmounted by an 
exquisite oval, leaded-glass skylight. The 
Archbishops Mansion has been designated City 
Landmark #151. 


13 
























































































































APEX CONSTRUCTION 

Sun Rooms, Solariums and Conservatories 
New Construction • Remodeling 

Design & Planning Alex Vasilieff 

2408 O’Hatch Dr. State Lie. #592322 510 741-7020 

San Pablo, CA 94806 cell 415 269-3108 

































Tour House 

"6 


1198 FULTON 
STREET 


The Westerfeld House 


D, 


esignated City Landmark #135, the 
Westerfeld House at 1198 Fulton Street is 
described in the Junior League's book, Here 
Today, as "an exceptionally picturesque ver¬ 
sion of the towered villa form, here seen in 
uncompromising Stick expression with the 
characteristic squared bay windows of the 
1880s." It has four stories, 28 rooms and a tower. 
Built in 1889 to the plans of German born archi¬ 
tect Henry Geilfuss, it retained, until the 1920s, a 
side yard with rose garden and carriage house. 

The house's first owner, William Westerfeld, a 
native of Bremen, Germany, apprenticed as a youth 
to his uncle Louis in a bakery on Kearny; later he 
established his own confectionery and bakery on 
Market, where it was to become one of the best 
known in San Francisco. 

In the late 1920s, a Russian community group 
purchased the house and opened a restaurant in 
the old ballroom. It’s probable that the misnomer 



1193 FULTON 


© 






of "Russian Consulate", often applied to the 
house, came into being at this time. 

Later, like many houses in the neighborhood, 
1198 Fulton served time both as a boarding house 
and as a haven for hippies. Serious restoration 
began in the late 1970s under the ownership of 
Daniel Ducos and William Von Weiland. Daniel 
was the driving force behind the creation of the 
Alamo Square Historic District in the early 1980s. 

Under the stewardship of its present owner, 
the house, featuring Renaissance Revival furnish¬ 
ings and dramatic wallpapers, has regained its orig¬ 
inal dignity and splendor. 
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"The Bernard Katschinski House’’ 


399 Webster 

So much more than a B&B... 
Come see for yourself! 

415-861-5045 


7de Sieyner and 0 ; OCeifCRey is try 
is excitedadout the first eoer joint 
Uictorian Cd[[ia nee 71 I am o Square 
OCeiyddor hoodAssociation Tfouse 7our 

7o)e are excited too adout the many new 
choices in ^Residentialfoiuiny for 
Seniors. 

Tdease caff us to discuss tdose choices for 
yourseff or a famify memder. 

jfonna Cf OCeif and Hilary CK. Steyner 
415-775-450S 


ORIGINAL 
PRE-1939 

Antique 

LIGHTING FIXTURES 

VICTORIAN • MISSION • ART DECO 

HARDWARE • DOOR LOCKS • ETC. 

"WE HAVE MANY HARD-TO-FIND ITEMS" 

Specializing in Original Restored Lamps 

Lamp Restoration Repair 


JUtt? Antique lighting 

2333 CLEMENT AVE., ALAMEDA • (510) 769-6082 






THEY LAUGHED 
WHEN 1 SAT 
DOWN TO PLAY, 
«*■ BECAUSE ta 
I DIDN’T HAVE 
MY REED ORGAN 
REFURBISHED 

BY 


James B. Tyler, dba 

The Reed Organ Man 


Reed Organs, Parlor Organs, Melodeons, Harmoniums 


Shop: (415)282-1120 Home: (415)824-2851 


Open by appointment only 
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Tour House 
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709 SCOTT STREET 


The Thierbach House 


709 SCOTT ST. 


(skJ*u6 


9 £> 


.^^Jthough most of the houses lining Scott 
Street's 700 block, a harmoniously scaled mix of 
two-storied Victorian and Edwardian era 
dwellings dating from 1895 to 1911, have lost 
both their old masonry retaining walls and the 
diminutive gardens that once grew behind them to 
driveways and garages, other architectural alter¬ 
ations have been few. 

Exactly 100 years ago, in 1899, builder Joseph 
Bucher constructed 709 Scott Street at a cost of a 
little over $3,000 for coffee and spice merchant 
Charles Frederick Thierbach and his wife Emma. 
Architects for this Queen Anne style residence 
with Colonial Revival accents were David Salfield 
and Herman Kohlberg. 

Notable features of its asymmetrical facade are 
a gabled hipped roof with corner tower, Palladian 
windows, balconies, a semi-circular portico sup¬ 
ported by paired classical columns, and a decora- 
tively tiled porch floor. 


Vintage interior elements include well pre¬ 
served and unusually detailed Lincrusta Walton 
wainscot, brass plated hardware, a mahogany stair¬ 
case with built-in hall seat and finial capped newel 
posts, and two fireplace mantles, one fancily 
carved in birds-eye maple downstairs and one in 
oak on the second floor. The old attic level social 
hall, a grand room with a white-planked, peaked 
ceiling, is one of the few such neighborhood 
spaces not to have been converted to other uses. 

The original owner Charles Thierbach (1849- 
1931), a native of Germany, came to San Francisco 
at age 16. He worked first at the Ghirardelli choco¬ 
late, coffee and spice factory and then as a driver 
for the Folger Coffee Company before establishing 
his own coffee and spice importing firm. The 
Thierbachs resided at 709 Scott until 1907. 

In the mid-1950s, the Thierbach House 
became the block's third rest-home; it was convert¬ 
ed back to single family residency in the 1980s. 
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REAL ESTATE 


When it’s time to sell or purchase your single 
most important investment, why not choose a 
name you can trust? 



• Active in San Francisco real estate for over 20 years 

• Former Executive Director of the San Francisco Apartment Association & leader 
in the fight against Vacancy Control. 

• Former President & Commissioner of the San Francisco Residential Rent & 
Arbitration Board 

• Former Legislative Assistant on Housing & Real Estate Issues for U.S. Senator 
Dianne Feinstein 

• Former President of the Mission Planning Council 

• Former President of the Stonewall Gay Democratic Club 

• Former member of the Victorian Alliance 



Ralph Payne 

A NAME YOU KNOW 
YOU CAN TRUST 

861-5222 ext. 320 

www. ralphpayne. com 
E-mail: RalphReal@aol.com 






























































Tour House 


1125 HAYES STREET 



The Harris House 



O n one of the last of the neighborhood s 
plots to be developed, carpenter-builder Phil Harris 
built the Spanish colonial-revival residence at 1125 
Hayes for his family at a cost of $7,000 in 1930. 

City directories first list Mr. Harris in 1919 
when he worked as foreman at an ornamental iron 
works at Ninth and Minnesota. In the I920’s, he 
switched to carpentry, and, as a builder, he is 
responsible for three, six-story corner apartment 
buildings in the Alamo Square area: 700 Steiner 
(at Hayes), built in 1927; 1290 Grove (at 
Divisadero), in 1929; and 575 Pierce, next door, 
which Mr. Harris started 6 months before build¬ 
ing his own house. 

II25's exterior features a stucco facade and 
slanted, red-tiled roofs. Multi-paned doors distin¬ 
guish the third level; arched windows capped by 
fan lights and fronted by wrought iron balconies, 
the second level. 


1 he dwelling's interior is 
impressively intact. The floor¬ 
ing, with a diamond shaped 
parquet border, is oak. Wood 
trim and the arched, multi- 
paneled doors are mahogany. 
Original Art Deco chandeliers and wall sconces 
light the rooms. 

In the Asian tradition, shoes are doffed before 
one ascends to the family areas. Upstairs, off a 
small vestibule, is the park-facing living room, 
with plaster walls, vaulted ceiling and four large 
windows overlooking Alamo Square. A griffin 
motif decorates a white ornamental fireplace man¬ 
tle on the west wall. 

The well-preserved period dining room has 
vintage lighting and unpainted rounded wood 
doors. On the upper level, bathroom floors and 
wainscot are decorated in period tiles: the master's 
in lavender and turquoise and the children's in 
pink and blue. From the street facing master bed¬ 
room two pair of double-sashed doors open onto 
a wood-planked balcony with sweeping views that 
capture the spires of St. Ignatius to the west, 
Alamo Park to the north, and the hills of down¬ 
town to the east. 
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Stefano Coccioli 

decorazkmi e restauri 


Milano, Italy 

Ph. 01139-02-655-1082 

Fax: 01139-02-2614-1157 


San Frandsco, CA 94133 
582 Filbert Street, #A 
Ph. 415-986-5892 


E-mail: biri@iol.U 

http://www.chiaroscuro.com/stefano 


Looking tor Something 

vmKM7 &exciting ? 

Sightseeing Tours/Charters 
Special Events / Parties 

Advertising / Promotions 
www.tdfa.corn/bigred 

The Big Red Shiny ’56 Mack 
Rre Engine seats 13 people 
Comfortable seats / seatbelts 
Fully Insured & licensed 


SAN FRANCISCO FIRF ENGINE TOURS & ADVENTURES 
415 - 333-7077 owned & Operated by Robert & Marilyn Katzman 
e-mail : EngineCo33@aol.com_ Owners of The Old Firehouse Museum 





MICHELE MANNING 

■ LOCAL-COLOR — 


510 644-2240 



COLORFUL GLOWING IMPRESSIONIST PASTEL 

Painting & Restoration 


Portrait of Your Home 

990 Greenhill Road 


IN ITS BEST LIGHT 

Mill Valley, California 94941 



415.389.8018 


AWARD WINNING PASTELLIST Pastel Society of the West Coast 

Bruce Nelson 


Call for References, Samples, Prices 

Contractor’s License No. 330802 


10% Discount to Victorian Alliance Members 


Buy - Sell - Trade LPs - CDs - Tapes 

Fiat Plastic Sound 

24 Clement Street 
San Francisco, CA 94118 
Open Daily 11 -7 

"C‘mon in and listen to some plastic" 

(415) 386-5095 Fax: 386-1541 

www.mediarare.com/tps.html jeftyd@sirius.com 



Ronald M. Brown 

Customized Employee BENEFns 


77 Mark Drive, Suite 28 
San Rafael, CA 94903 
Lie. #0488968 


415-492-8580 
415-776-9190 
FAX 415-492-1384 


RUBY NEWMAN 


MICHEL LIPMAN, J.D. 

Fine Decorative Painted Finishes Since 1973 



California Contractors License #717809 


FREELANCE WRITER 

A 

Specializing in the Art of Faux marble, woodgrain. 


Q/itef) 

gold leaf, mural designs, trompe I’oeil, wall treatments. 



restoration of painted collectibles 


MICROPHONE 

and 


A W A fi 0 

color consultation 


3 ®! 

P.O. BOX 823 Forest Knolls, CA 94933 


FAX 956-2595 1998 (415) 956-3118 

415 488 9213 
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Tour House 


# 


9 


1021 HAYES STREET 


The Mohrdick House 


T, 


.he turreted Queen Anne residence 
at 1021 Hayes and its double-gabled neighbor at 
1015 were both constructed in 1891 for teamster 
Martin H. Mohrdick and his family. The 
architects, Martens and Coffey, responsible for 
eight other remarkably attractive structures within 
the Alamo Square Historic District, designed 
this pair of Victorian town houses in 
their first year of practice. Contractors 
built both structures for $8,240. 

Martin Mohrdick (1856-1925) was 
born in Schleswig Holstein, migrated 
from Germany to the United States when 
he was 19, and arrived in San Francisco by 
1877. He, along with his wife and four 
children and a border, lived at 1021 for 16 years 
and their descendants continue to reside in the 
Bay Area. 

Exterior features include a castle-like tower, 
gabled roof-line, bay windows, stonework stair¬ 
case, and arched entry porch. The interior retains 
such vintage features as fireplace tiles depicting 
child-oriented domestic scenes, original doors with 
highly detailed brass hardware, moldings and ceil- 



j£k. 


\ O Z 1 HAYES 


<S> 


' 0 © 


ing medallions. Of particular interest is the fourth 
floor tower room that overlooks Alamo Square. 

When purchased by the present owner in the 
early 1970s, the house had changed hands over 14 
times and was in dire need of extensive renovation. 
In addition to a new roof and major upgrades to 
plumbing and electrical systems, thirty interior 
doors and a major portion of the stairway were 
stripped and refinished. 
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CengsuduCatiatis 


to the 

Alamo Square Neighborhood Association 

and the 

Victorian Alliance of San Francisco 



for their 


Joint 1999 House Tour 


Cruise Holidays of San Francisco 

introduces 

Great Romances at Great Values 


GET IN TOUCH WITH REALITY ON A CRUISE 


Princess Cruises 
ALASKA 

11-day cruises round-trip from 
San Francisco 
From $1,599* 


Norwegian Cruise Line 

*** MILLENIUM CRUSE *** 

10-day cruise round-trip from Miami to 
Cancun, Roatan, Belize, Key West & NCL's 
Private Island 

From $2,899* (Free air + Bonus $500 Gift) 


/-s 



Holland America 
Cruise Sale 
EUROPE 

10-day cruises from $1,499* 

Must Book By October 31, 1999 


Royal Caribbean/Celebrity 
PANAMA CANAL 

14-day cruise from San Diego 
To San Juan 
From $1,499* 


Prices are cruise only, per person and based on double occupancy and availability. Taxes & fees are additional, 




jCRU/SEl 


IHOUDAm 

OF SAN FRANCISCO 


To Begin Your Romance Anywhere, Call Us At: 

(800) 777-4224 

1299 Church Street • San Francisco • CA 94114 




































# ifl 

Tour House J_vJ 
1099 HAYES STREET 


Ida B. Wells High School 

The Old Denman Grammar School 


REFRESHMENTS & ROUTIQUE 
1:00 to 5:00 PM 






m. 




I pa h. Wells High School © ftnui.'gz 


J^^uilt in 1910, this classically designed and 
ornamented Edwardian-era school house reflects 
the Beaux Arts training of its architect, Newton 
Tharp. Its steel frame construction is finished with 
pressed-brick and terra cotta while quarter-sawn 
oak is incorporated throughout the interior. It 
replaced an earlier Denman school that had oper¬ 
ated at the northwest corner of Bush and Taylor 
for 41 years until destroyed by the 1906 earth¬ 
quake and fire. 

The school's original namesake, James Denman 
(1829-1909), "chief of the pioneer teachers of 
San Francisco", was principal of the City's first 
free school — The Happy Valley School at Second 
and Minna. In the early days, Denman evicted 
squatters at rifle point from prospective school 
sites and demolished the shacks erected by other 
claim jumpers so many times they finally gave up. 


Subsequently known as the Louise Lombard 
School and later as Alamo Park High, a group of 
students, teachers, parents and community mem¬ 
bers voted in 1992 to rename 1099 Hayes in 
honor of Ida B. Wells (I862-I93I), an African 
American educator, journalist, lecturer and civil 
rights activist. Born to slave parents, Mrs. Wells' 
struggle to focus national and international atten¬ 
tion on the struggles of Black Americans to 
achieve equality under the laws of the United 
States is documented in her autobiography 
"Crusade for Justice". 

Newton Tharp (1869-1909), nominated by 
one critic as one of San Francisco's most progres¬ 
sive designers, is also responsible for the old brick 
Italian Renaissance-style San Francisco General 
Hospital, the Dewey Monument in Union Square, 
and Fire House #2, located at 460 Bush Street. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
The Victorian Alliance 

The Alliance is a city-wide, all-volunteer organization dedicated to learning about, 
enjoying and preserving the old buildings of San Francisco. We invite you to join. 

I would like to join the Victorian Alliance. (Each person needs an individual membership.) 

My check for $_is enclosed. 

Q General Membership — $20.00 
Q Student or Senior Citizen Membership — $10.00 
Q Sponsor — any amount over Membership fee is tax-deductible 

Name ____ 

Address ___ 

Cit y _ State _ Zip _ 

Phone (home) _ (work ) _ 

Please mail to: The Victorian Alliance, 824 Grove Street, San Francisco, CA 94117. 




Annual ASIYA membership dues are renewable each January. 
Support your neighborhood Organization! 


Marne 


| | renewal 
_Apt. *_ 


| | new 


City_ 


State 


Zip 


Phone. 


.Check enclosed for:. 
| |$12.00 renter 


O $18.00 property owner, business/institution 

1 would like to work on the following committee: 

| |neighborhood Beautification j | Urban Affairs (planning | |newsletter 

| | Parking, traffic, transportation redevelopement, zoning) Q Program (speaker 

| | neighborhood Safety [ | Support (mailings, party meeting coordination) 

Maj l t0 . and meeting help) Qother 

The Alamo Square (Neighborhood Association, P.O. Box 15372. San Francisco. CA 94115 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


House Tour Chairs 

Ro^er McNeill, The Victorian Alliance 
)oe Pecora, The Alamo Square Neighborhood Association 
Publicity — Cathy Furniss 
Docent Chair — Carol Hull 
House Captains 

Hric Archer, Rill Campbell, Kathy Carroll, Ben Chai, 
Courtney Clarkson, Cynthia Connors, Carolyn Deniz, 
Steve Haigh, Jim Juhan, Jeanette Mertes, Bob Nelson, 
Judy Nelson, John Pelka, Lynne Towle, Ross Towle, 
JoAnn Vandenbcrg, John Vandenberg, 

Ray Zablotny and Richard Zillman 
Site Selection 

Lloyd Anderson, Bill Campbell, Roger McNeill, 
Jeanette Mertes, Joe Pecora 
Ticket Chair — Arch Wilson 
Refreshments 

Florence Hitchcock, Tood Captain 
Rob Levy, special donation for rfreshments 
Docent Party Hosts 

Richard Reutlinger and Vikki-marie Powers 
Interior Notes Chair — Hank Dunlop 
Interior Notes for Docents 

Hank Dunlop, Louise Dunlop, Steve Haigh, 

Lee Lybrok, Michael Mazgai, Richard Reutlinger, 
Jim Siegal, Paul Vestal 


Alliance Boutique 

Helen McCoy, Mike Hammond and Kit Haskell 
Doll Collection on display at 1021 Hayes Street — 

Courtesy of Margerie and Gordon Grannis 
Guidebook 

Drawings.Jack Walsh 

Histories.Joe Pecora 

Advertising.Cathy Furniss 

Design.John Hull 

Door Prizes 

Cathy Furniss, Kit Haskell, James Heig, 

Michael Larson, Michel Lipman, Nancy Spruance, 
San Francisco Fire Engine Tours 
Special I hanks 

The Homeowners 

Frank Green, Jonathan & ]ill Holtzman, 
Justin Kielty, John Michaud & Doug Bray, 
Jim Siegal, Mike Shannon, 

Paul Vestal & Hollis Hardin 
Ann Austin, Principal, Ida B. Wells School 
Sondra Lander, Manager, Archbishop's Mansion 
Father Anastassy Newcombe and Mother Maria, 

The Old Cathedral of the Holy Virgin 
The Docents, Ticket Sellers, Cookie Bakers 
and Refreshment Helpers 
The Advertisers 

and all the other workers and helpers who make this event possible. 



Early 1900's German doll 
from the collection of 
Margerie and Cordon Grannis, 
on display at House #9, 

1021 Hayes Street. 
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Li 


1057 &Ucci 

(ZvA 94115 
415 776-5462 



ETCHER 

ARCHITECTURE 

1045 SANSOME 
NUMBER 205 
SAN FRANCISCO 
CALIFORNIA 94111 


PHONE: 415 397 7234 


ENDURING 
ARCHITECETURAL 
DESIGN 
FOR OUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD... 
& YOUR HOME 


BRADBURY <S BRADBURY 

Printed ART WALLPAPER 

RO. Box 155-X Benicia, Ca. 94510 
(707) 746-1900 bradbury.com 
Available by Mail Order 



SchweD 

Alex Schwed 

General Contractor 

State Lie. No. 579875 

ig^bi 

^CONSTRUCTION, INCJ 


RO. Box 460322 

Historic Restoration 
Custom Remodeling 

San Francisco, CA 94146 
(415) 285-2160 

Fax (415) 285-1639 


Scottwall Associates. 

Publishers 

Fine Books on Western History & Biography 
Current titles include 

Big Alma: San Francisco’s Alma Sprcckels 
Lincoln Beachcy: The Man Who Owned the Sky 

Hometown San Francisco 
Please call or write for complete listof titles 

Telephone (415) 861-1956 
95 Scott Street, San Francisco, CA 94117 


V VKoUsaU - Reuul 



COUNTRY CHEESE CO. 

415 Divisadero St. 

San Francisco, CA 94117 
(415) 621-8130 

Distributor for cheeses, Dried Fruits 
Grains. Canned Foods, Smoked meats 


10:00AM - 7:00PM. Mon. - Fri. 
Sat. 10.00AM - 6:00PM. Closed Sun. 


MARIO MARISCAL 


CLJWSEPBfEQOX 

KENVEHING ANV FINE AKT 
427 HAYES STREET 
SAN FKANCISCO,CA 94102 
(415)431-5206 
FAX. (415)552-6920 
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ARGENTUM 


The Leopard's Head 


THE HISTORIC STERLING SHOVEL 
BY SHREVE, USED BY PRESIDENT 
WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT TO OPEN 
THE PANAMA PACIFIC INTERNA¬ 
TIONAL EXPOSITION, 1915 




Argentum 

The Leopard’s Head ® 


FINE ANTIQUE SILVER 

414 Jackson Street, San Francisco, California 94III phone: 415.296.7757 fax: 415.296.7233 
e-mail: info@argentum-theleopard.com Catalog Website: www.argentum-theleopard.com 


urban adventures 



a daily adventure for your dog 

- 2 hours personal attention daily 

- professionals dedicated to a 
healthy and happy dog 

- individual walks now available 

415-923-WALK 

http://www.adventureforyourdog.com 


BATHTUB REFINISHING, INC. 

Clawfoot Tubs & Pedistal Sinks 


BUY! 


TUBS! 

SELL! 


PEDESTAL 

V 7t 

SINKS! 


TRADE! 

LEN FABIAN 

TOILETS! 


Master Refinisher 



(415) 456-1234 (707) 762-4453 

Anything Victorian!! 







“Sorm yub 
alopnf flob 
giguelcos” 

If this is what most real estate agents' advice sounds like to you, 
talk to Bonnie Spindler and start getting clear, straightforward answers 

to your real estate questions. 

The Victorian Specialist 

Bonnie Spindler 

Zephyr Real Estate 155o Fell San Francisco California 94117 415.474.4445 fax 415.931.0359 bonnie@bonniespindler.com 



The Old Cathedral of the Holy Virgin 

“Joy of All Who Sorrow” 

864 Fulton Street - San Francisco, California 94117 

T HE Old Cathedral of the Holy Virgin, City Landmark No. 28, is both historically 
and architecturally one of the most interesting buildings in the Alamo Square 
neighborhood of San Francisco. Originally built in 1876 for the Episcopal 
Congregation of St. Stephen’s, the Cathedral was purchased in the late 1920’s by the 
Russian Orthodox community, whose members had fled to the United States from the Far 
East during the communist upheaval. They then converted the Church into a magnificent 
Orthodox Cathedral where the recently canonized St. John (Maximovitch), Archbishop of 
San Francisco (+1966), celebrated the Divine Services. 

The interior of this venerable Gothic cathedral is fashioned entirely of California 
redwood, and resembles the vaulted, medieval cathedrals of Europe. Adorning the upper 
walls are beautiful stained-glass windows, originally hand-crafted in England, which 
when pierced by sunlight fill the interior with a variegated, luminous glow. Below these 
hang the traditional icons. A profound and sacred atmosphere warmly welcomes all who 
enter. 

Time and the elements have, however, taken their toll on the Old Cathedral which is now 
in need of significant restoration. It has been brought to our attention by building 
professionals that the Church has major deterioration in the roof and the front faqade of 
the building, as well as in the framing of some of the precious stained glass windows. It 
would be a tragedy to allow this venerable Cathedral to continue to deteriorate. A prompt 
response to correct and repair this damage will ultimately prove to be cost-effective. The 
exterior of the Cathedral is also in desperate need of repainting, so as to restore it to its 
pristine beauty and dignity. Along with the renovation of the Cathedral bui lding proper, it 
is also necessary to renovate the antiquated Cathedral kitchen, with its outdated, 
frequently-failing plumbing, and inadequate applicances. 

To preserve this treasured Cathedral, which has graced the Alamo Square neighborhood 
for over 100 years, your generous support is vital. Here is a unique opportunity to help 
preserve an extraordinary historical landmark which also continues to serve the 
community as a functioning church, and if you are in the vicinity on Sundays, please 
consider visiting the Old Cathedral between 9am and 6pm. 

The architecture of the past remains with us, and often long after the fruits of other noble 
endeavors have crumbled away. By joining with us in the effort to restore the Old 
Cathedral, you help to maintain an extraordinary architectural landmark. Please make 
your gift payable to “The Old Cathedral of the Holy Virgin” and note in the lower left- 
hand comer “Restoration Project.” May God reward you for your generosity. 
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710 Steiner Street 
722 Steiner Street 
908 Steiner Street 
864 Fulton Street 

available for viewing i:(X) to 5:00 PM only 


1000 Fulton Street 
1198 Fulton Street 
709 Scott Street 
1125 Hayes Street 
1021 Hayes Street 
1099 Hayes Street 

Refrteshmcnts and Boutique I :IX) to 5:(X) PM 


The J. Frank Moroney House 
The Matthew Kavanaugh House 
The Iverson House 
St. Stephan's Episcopal Church, 

now known as 

The Old Cathedral of the Holy Virgin 
Russian Orthodox Church 

The Archbishop's Mansion 
The Westerfeld House 
The Thierbach House 
The Harris House 
The Mohrdick House 

The Ida B. Wells High School; 

The Old Denham Grammer School 


bathrooms available • shoes must be removed to view house 









FOR CONSIDERATION 



Tbe interior of the Old Cathedral in 1880. 


If you give alms to the poor, know that, 
insofar as you do good to your neigh¬ 
bour, you do it, and more, to yourself. 
St. Anthony says: “Life and death come 
to us through our neighbor.” Here is a 
story of the elder Barlaam: A man had 
three friends; two of these he loved sin¬ 
cerely, but avoided the third because he 
found him boring. It so happened that 
the Emperor summoned the man to pay 
a debt. He turned to the first friend for 
aid, but he refused and went away. He 
asked help of the second, but he would 
not help him either. Somewhat shame¬ 
facedly, he turned to this third friend, 
who went—willingly—with the Emperor. 
The meaning is this: the first friend is riches, the second is family and kin, and the third 
is the good deeds of a man in this world. The Emperor is God, Who sends out His 
summons by means of death and demands payment of the debt. A man on the point of 
death looks for help from his riches, but they simply turn their back on him, and pass 
into the hands of another. Then he turns to his kinsmen, but they merely send him off 
and stay behind themselves. Then he begins to think about the good deeds which he 
performed so grudgingly while he was alive, and immediately these come with him on 
the road to the presence of the King and Judge. He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 
The soul’s only com¬ 
panions into the 
other world are its 
deeds, be they good 
or bad. All that 
which is dear and 
precious to a man 
abandons him and 
turns its back on him; 
only his deeds, down 
to the very last one, 
go with him. He 
who has a mind to 
understand, let him 
truly understand. 



























































































Bonnie Spindler (415) 474-4445 

bonnie@bonnie-spindler.co m 


ZEPHYR 

REAL ESTATE 


New Rents 
New Price 


Historic Alamo Square Turreted Victorian 
Mansion with 9 legal apts. Downtown 
views, decks, yard, patios, fireplaces, 
hardwood floors, Victorian detail, extensive 
remodeling, permits; great income, pr king. 
One of a kind...not to be missed. 

Great owner building! 1 Ox gross! 


$1,875,000 


THE VICTORIAN SPECIALIST 




Wonderful 
Hayes Valley 
Edwardian 


One bedroom with 
bright southern 
exposure, bay 
windows, inlaid 
hardwood floors, 
parking, roof access, 
laundry, storage. 

$279,000 


Historic 

Cottage 

Historic Alamo 
Square Victorian 
Cottage. Just off the 
park, w/Downtown 
views, romantic 


rag garden, designer 


interior, remodeled 
kitchen, fireplace, 
details, stained glass, 
pkg and more! 

$795,000 


4200 l^th Street 552-9500 2 4040 24th Street 695-7707 2 318 Brannan Street 905-0250 2 http://www.zephyr-re.com 


Real Estate Times 
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Real Estate Times 

Robert L. Speer & Associates, Inc. 


REPRESENTING BOTH SELLERS & BUYERS 



REPRESENTING SELLERS 



REPRESENTING BUYERS 




erving the real estate needs of San Francisco for over twenty-five years with emphasis 
on architecturally and historically significant buildings. 

CALL US FOR YOUR SPECIFIC NEEDS 


4072 18th Street, 3rd Floor • San Francisco, CA 94114 • (415)864-3663 • Fax:(415)864-6504 

On the Internet: http://www.SFProperty.com 



































































































































Photos October 20, 2018 

upper left: 864 Fulton 
upper right: 1000 Fulton 
bottom: 1000 Fulton 














































Photos October 2018 

top: 1099 Hayes (Oct 21) 
bottom: 1125 Hayes (Oct. 20) 












































